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AUSTRALIA 


SYDNEY STEPS UP OFFSHORE BANKING BID 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 17 Feb 84 p 3 


[Article by Stephen Rice] 
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AUSTRALIA 


CANBERRA EDITORIAL ADVISES 'FIRM HAND' WITH INDONESIA 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Feb 84 p 6 


[Editorial: 


[Text ] 


THE fighting reported to be taking 
place in Irian Jaya between 
Indonesian forces and separatist 
rebels is clearly a matter of 
Indonesia's domestic concern. 
However, Australia could well be 
concerned if the fighting which is 
apparently taking place were to 
Spread into Papua New Guinea, 
particularly if Indonesian troops were 
to cross the border in pursuit of the 
rebels. . 

‘Australia has a special relationship 
with Papua New Guinea. We are 
committed to contribute, if our help is 
eee ae om aoe 

. Our own security 
coud te GAUMT aieaied tr crttin 
that country to which we are 
geographically so close and with which 
we have had so long and such a 
friendly association. 

In the past there have been 


réported instances, of a relatively 
minor nature, of 


last year the then Papua New Guinea 
Minister for Defence publicly 
expressed fears of a danger from 

immediately 


At the moment there appears to be 
no imminent danger of international 
arising 


consequences from the 


"Firm Hand Needed With Indonesians"] 


violence reported from Irian Jaya. It 
would be both unnecessary and unwise 
for Papua New Guinea or Australia to- 
react in such a way as to produce ill- 
feeling with Indonesia. 

Nonetheless, this does not mean 
that the possibility of future 
difficulties should be disregarded. 

By its forcible seizure of the former 
Portuguese colony of East Timor 
Indonesia has changed the basis of its 
relations with its immediate neighbors 


Republic 
claim to what was then Dutch New 
Guinea and is now Irian Jaya, 
Indonesian territorial claims were 
clear and limited. 

By annexing East Timor, which had 
not been under Dutch rule, Indonesia 
has made it appear that its territorial 
ambitions are open-ended This 
uncertainty has been compounded by 
the claim made on Indonesia's behalf 
that it was entitled to occupy East 
Timor in order to eliminate a remnant 
of colonialism on an island, part of 
which was already Indonesian. Papua 
New Guinea may have noticed that it 
is in a similar position to East Timor in 
this regard, as are Sabah, Sarawak 


amenable to discussion 


conspicuously 
of its policies. It has, for example, 
banned distribution of The Australian 
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because . a eee © 
comment carried by this paper to 


which it took exception. 

But Indonesia is one of the most 
powerful members of our region. The 
current happenings on its Papua New 
Guinea border are an indication of the 
potentially serious consequences of 
the lack of a firm understanding with 
its neighbors. No sensible Australian 


the long run we shall all suffer if the 
Jakarta Government assumes that our 
efforts to be polite mean that we 
accept that Indonesia is not bound by 
a 
allnations. 











AUSTRALIA 


RIGHT WING WINS BOOST IN EFFORT TO CONTROL VICTORIA ALP, UNJ.ON 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 18-19 Feb 84 pp 1, 2 
[Article by David Hirst and Paul Molloy] 


[Text] RIGHT-wing forces yesterday received a boost in their campaign to win 
control of the Victorian branch of the ALP and Australia's largest trade 
union, the Amalgamated Metals Foundry and Shipwrights Union, by clearly de- 
feating the Left in a ballot for an AMFSU national organiser. 


The win by the Reform Group over the union's hard left-wing leadership has 
been described as the most significant election result since the union was 
formed in the amalgamation of a series of left-wing metals unions in the early 
1970s. 


It follows closely on the Reform Group's victory in a ballot for the position 
of Tasmanian secretary of the union, although yesterday's was more signifi- 
cant, representing the first time the Reform Group has defeated the national 
leadership on a national basis. 


The result will come as a boost in the campaign by four major right-wing 
unions in: Victoria to affiliate with the Labor Party. 


In the AMFSU election, the Reform Group's Mr Charlie Bali defeated the Left's 
Mr Bob Adamson by 23,636 to 21,196. 


The most important victory for the Reform Group was in Victoria where it 
trounced the current leadership by 8704 votes to 7093. 


Mr Bali's victory effectively places the Reform Group about 5 per cent ahead 
of the union's left-wing national leadership for the next union campaign in 
August--for Mr Jack Kidd's position of national secretary. 


The union has been controlled for many years by left-wing officials attached 
to either the ALP or the Communist Party of Australia. 


Apart from the ballot for national organiser--the most significant in this 
round of ballots--elections were held for the position of Queensland secre- 
tary of the union as well as nine positions from that State on the union's 


national executive. 








These results will be known on Monday. 


Mr Bali's win means that after four years of bitter struggling between the Re- 
form Group and the entrenched leadership, the group is positioned to seriously 
challenge the left-wing national leadership on all fronts. 


This could be seen as a victory for the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, who appeared 
in election material distributed by the Reform Group. He has denied intending 
to appear in the campaign but his involvement, albeit unintentional, will be 
seen as having a significant effect on the election outcome. 


He has been linked with both campaigns by moderate-Right forces--in the AMFSU 
and in support of the atfiliation moves in Victoria. 


Mr Hawke is known to have been involved in talks with at least one of the 
right-wing unions in Victoria, the Federated Ironworkers Association, when 
moves were first made several years ago to bring them back into the party. 


Party souces claim, however, that he has kept out of direct involvement since 
becoming ALP leader. 


While Mr Hawke claims his involvement in Mr Bali's campaign was unintentional, 
it has still stirred up considerable resentment against him within the Left of 
the ALP and the union movement. 


Some sources have suggested this may place a query over continued left-wing 
support for the Government's prices-incomes accord with the ACTU. 


The Victorian ALP last week launched an inquiry into the AMFSU election cam- 
paign to determine whether there was clandestine involvement in the election 
following Mr Hawke's appearance in the election material. 


ALP sources expected yesterday that Mr Bali's win would inspire the Right to 
fight harder for the party affiliation of the four right-wing unions in 
Victoria. 


This campaign is already seen as a battle for eventual control of the Victor- 
ian ALP. 


A successful challenge to Mr Kidd next August would seriously undermine the 
power base of much of the operations of the far Left in the Australian trade 
union movement, especially those of the Communist Party. 


Mr Kidd is not a Communist Party member, but he is still part of the AMFSU's 
left-wing national leadership, which is headed by the AMFSU's assistant na- 
tional secretary, Mr Laurie Carmichael, who is a Communist Party member. 





Mr Kidd's defeat following Mr Bali's win yesterday and coinciding with the 
affiliation of the four right-wing unions in Victoria would seriously threaten 
the Left in Australia, both industrially and politically. 














The Victorian affiliations would not hand control to the Right straight away, 
but it would create the conditions for it to accure over time. 


The national convenor of the reform group, Mr Rod Kelly, last night said he 
was elated at the result, claiming it was a stinging rebuff to the leadership 
of the Left. 

“When one looks at the figures, the vote in Victoria, where we registered our 
biggest victory, is a clear indication to this State that metal workers will 
not tolerate far leftist tactics of the Halfpenny forces," Mr Kelly said. 

(Mr John Halfpenny is the Victorian secretary of the AFMSU. He recently re- 
Signed from the Communist Party and joined the ALP, where he is now prominent 
in the party's Socialist Left.) 


"A primary task for Mr Bali will be to retrieve all money spent by present 
national officials during this campcign. 


"To that end legal proceedings were commenced in the Federal Court this 
morning.” 


Mr Carmichael said he was astonished at the narrow margin of victory “in view 
of the Reform Group's expenditure during the election and the misuse of Mr 
Hawke's photograph. 

Breakdown of the 44,832 votes cast in the AMFSU election: 

VICTORIA: Reform group won 8704 to 7093 

NSW: Reform group won 6812 to 6300 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Reform group won 1967 to 1583 

TASMANIA: Reform group won 612 to 540 


QUEENSLAND: Official AMFSU candidate won 2798 to 2590 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Official AMFSU candidate 1451 to 1731 
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AUSTRALIA 


LEFT WING DEFEATS HAWKE ON UNION AFFILIATION WITH ALP 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 14 Mar 84 pp l, 2 
[Article by Paul Molloy and Alan Yates] 


[Text] THE Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, yesterday suffered his first big defeat 
by the Left at a meeting of the ALP's federal executive. 


The 18-man executive dead-locked nine-all on a motion put by Mr Hawke to pub- 
licly support the right of all unions to affiliate with the ALP. 


When a vote is tied it is resolved in the negative, thus effectively defeating 
Mr Hawke's proposal. 


The defeat of the motion is a significant setback for Mr Hawke, as it would 
have provided him with the support of four big right-wing unions seeking to 
rejoin the party, and a majority in the Left-dominated Victorian branch. 


Had the motion passed, it would have ensured a power base for Mr Hawke not 
only in Victoria, but nationally. 


The motion, which was supported by the Leader of the Government in the Senate, 
Senator John Button, called on the ALP's national secretary, Mr Bob McMullan, 
to publicly declare the national executive's “in principle” support for the 
right of unions to affiliate wiiu the ALP in accordance with the party's 
rules. 


Despite the deadlock which automatically rejected the motion, Mr McMullan de- 
fied the resolution and told a media briefing later in the day that it was 
“inherent in the nature of the Labor Party" that any union could join as long 


as it fulfilled party rules. 


Mr McMullan described the objections to the Hawke resolution as an “absurd 
technicality”. 


The defeated motion was the second prepared by Mr Hawke and Senator Button. 


An earlier resolution already had been withdrawn after fears that it vould not 
have the numbers. 

















However, the executive's eight left-wing members and the Deputy Leader of the 
Senate, the Minister for Social Security, Senator Grimes, voted against the 


resolution resulting in a 9-9 tie and thus the defeat of the motion. 


Senator Grimes voted with the Left . ‘er pressure on Monday from both the Left 
and Right, including Mr Hawke, over 4 intentions. 


Mr Hawke and Senator Button originally were going to press for the appointment 
of a federal executive committee to investigate the reaffiliation of the four 
unions and nine others, but this was withdrawn because of doubts about Senator 
Grimes. 


It is understood both the Left and Mr Hawke were under the impression they had 
Senator Grimes’ vote. 


Senator Grimes made it clear during the three-hour debate on the reaffilia- 
tions that he supported the right of all unions to join the ALP, but did not 
Support a public statement from the executive to this effect at such a crucial 
Stage of Victoria's debate. 


Also, he warned that the Victorian ALP would suffer if it rejected the reaf- 
filiation applications "willy nilly". 


He would not accept Victoria rejecting all four unions. 

Senator Grimes’ votes against Mr Hawke may have been influenced by the 
strength of the Left in his home State of Tasmania, or even Mr Hawke's an- 
nouncement last month that the assets test would be dropped. 


Confirmed 


Senator Grimes was not informed of the assets test decision until after Mr 
Hawke told the National Press Club. 


Despite the executive vote, Mr McMullan said there was "no challenge to the 
general view that it's desirable that unions should affiliate to the ALP". 


This was confirmed by executive sources, but again it was the timing of the 
announcement, with the Victorian State conference meeting on reaffiliation at 
the end of the month, that disturbed the Left and Senator Grimes. 


Mr McMullan said he would visit Victorian officials before the State confer- 
ence to discuss the reaffiliation. 


However, he agreed the executive had decided "not to do anything" on the re- 
affiliation issue. 


Mr Hawke had originally decided to set up the national executive's own com- 
mittee to investigate the bona fides of the applicant unions. 








Cl tte 


The Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees Association had already written to 
Mr McMullan complaining about the Victorian administrative committee's deci- 
sion on Friday night to refer its, and the other unions’, applications to a 
l10-member State committee for the same purpose. 


The 10-member investigation will be subject to the approval of the State con- 
ference this month. If approved, such an inquiry will delay the re-entry of 
any of the unions. 


The association's letter called on the national executive to intervene and 
speed up the process and reminded Mr McMullan the union had indirectly con- 
tributed about $85,000 to ALP coffers. 


But the executive merely “noted" the letter and rejected intervention. 


According to Mr McMullan: "The executive has not come to the question (of 
intervention) and was not called upon to come to the question. 


"It didn't consider itself making a decision about those unions affiliating. 
There was not any suggestion even by the remotest implication that the na- 
tional executive itself should resolve to reaffiliate the unions." 


Decision 


Mr McMullan said those opposing reaffiliation of all the unions had expressed 
ALP rank-and-file opposition "that at least the leadership of some of these 
unions had traditionally played a role which put them in conflict with the 
party". 


"Therefore there should be a proper process of inquiry by the Victorian branch 
before the affiliations are finalised," he said. 


Despite the federal ALP's decision not to intervene, the Victorian ALP's own 
rules set out that any application for membership should be referred to the 
State agenda committee for inclusion on the State conference debate. 


But Mr McMullan would not be drawn on the issue whether deferral of the ap- 
plications to a special State committee was within the rules. 


In other executive decisions, Mr Hawke won approval for improved liaison be- 
tween ministers and their policy committees to avoid “unnecessary” policy 
conflicts before the national conference. 


The executive also overwhelmingly rejected a proposal by the Centre Left West 
Australian branch that it reverse the executive's decision last October and 
ban the entry of all nuclear-powered or armed vessels. 


Supported 


At least 14 members of the 18-member executive are required to vote in favor 
of rescinding a previous policy ruling at the executive level, and it is un- 
derstood only seven members supported the West Australian resolution. 
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COLUMNIST NOTES SPECIAL USSR LINKS WITH PRK 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 17 Mar 84 p 4 


[Article by Jacques Bekaert] 


[Text ] 


A FEW months after the fall of the 
Khmer Rouge regime in 1979 and 
while international aid was begin- 


i in. 
Whe Khmer official ard not feel like 
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cation was: you cannot trust the 
Vietnamese or their Kampuchean 
“servants.” But the Soviets are differ- 
ent. They care for the people and our 
country. 

The Soviet Union has always 
enjoyed reasonably good relations 


10 


with Kampuchea. Under Prince 
Sihanouk, while not excessively 


warm, they were quite corret. The 
USSR was invol in several major 
Souslenanneh soetecie, Roviet tenders 
and diplomats played a significant 
role in a country whose major foreign 

icy was based on neutralism. 
: oe ~y7 had only 
imited confidence in - 
ers, he op > oe one 
against the call ie eles bee 
Vietnam's struggle against the 
Americans put him in a favourable 
the Eastern bloc. 


ASSISTANCE 





Kampuchea, and the Soviets, crucial 
allies of Vietnam, stand on opposite 


ground. 

According to Soviet sources, assist- 
ance to Kampuchea in the year 1979 
amounted to 159,000 tons of food- 
stuffs, 50,000 tons of oil products, 
about five million metres of textiles 
and 660 trucks and cars, plus medi- 
cine. Soviet dockers went to work at 
the port of Kompong Som where 
2,000 tons a day were unloaded. 

Two Soviet vessels plied the route 


delivered at Pochentong airport. 

The following year 164,000 tons of 
foodstuffs were imported from the 
Soviet Union, along with ~~ 4 
tons of oil products and more than 
nite million metres of textiles, 400 
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signed. Part of the agreement 
implied that the USSR would help 
restore Kampuchean sea ports. A few 
months ago Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk claimed that the Soviet Union 
was using not only Som but 
also what in the old days was the 
base of the Royal Khmer Navy in 


providing electricity to Phnom Penh 
(or at least part of the city: mostly 
administrative buildings, itals, 
hotels, embassies and state shops). ‘ 
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members of the People’s Republic'of 
Kampuchea Armed forces are regu: 
larly sent to the Soviet Union for 
training and political instruction. ° 

In July 1982 a new agreement on 
economic and technological aid was 
signed. It will be valid until next 
year, and covers agriculture, trans- 
port and communications. A space 
communication station, named 
“Intersputnik” is presently under 
construction. Air Kampuchea, the 
national flag carrier, is manned by 
Soviet pilots flying Soviet planes..A 
three-year agreement on trade ahd 
credit was signed last year in Moscow 
by trade minister Taing Sarim. More 
sends rubbér, 
tobacco, wood and handicraft prod- 
ucts to the Soviet Union. Heng Sam- 
rin has made several trips to the 
USSR. He was in Moscow for Brezh- 
nev's funeral and in December of the 
same year to celebrate the 60th anni- 
versary of the Soviet Union. He went 
again last year for a holiday. 

While the USSR seems to be anxi- 
ous to appear asaspecial friend of 
Kampuchea, and sometimes seems to 
make Vietnam a bit nervous with its 
independent action in a country per- 
ceived in Hanoi as a “natural ally,” 
Western sources have on various 
occasions stated that the assistance 
from Moscow is far from “grandiose.” 
For the moment Moscow is close to 
Vietnam. But should Hanoi’s privi- 
(nothing is eternal in politics) there 
is little doubt that the Soviet Union 
would much like to keep some 
special link with Phnom Penh. 














ARTICLE EXAMINES SOVIET ASSISTANCE TO COUNTRY 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 19 Mar 84 p 6 


[Text ] 


THE Soviet Government has re- 
portedly more than US$ 450 mil- 
lion {about 10,350 million baht) 
worth of non-military aid to the 
Phnom Penh administration since it 
came to power five years ago, 
according to Singapore Monitor of 
Singapore. 

The paper said in an article writ- 
ten by Michael Richardson of The 
Age (Melbourne) that the aid is de- 
signed to help rebuild the shatter. 
ed country and expand Moscow’s 
influence in Indochina. It said 
part of the programme is focussed 
on education and manpower train- 
ing with hundreds of Kampucheans 
leaving each year for courses in the 
Soviet Union. 

Non-communist observers who 
are residents in Phnom Penh or 
have visited the country recently 
believe the Soviet influence is now 
well entrenched and likely to get 
stronger, the report said. 

They reportedly say there is 
little sign of tension or conflict be- 
tween Russian and Vietnamese 
interests in Kampuchea. Ideological 
ties and a common concetn to pre- 
vent Peking from reestablishing a 
strong foothold in Indochina 
appear to make those interests 
mutually reinforcing. 

It said aid expenditure from 
non-communist governments 
through the United Nations to the 
interior of Kampuchea has fallen 
from US$ 218 million (about 5,016 
million baht) in 1980 — when the 
country was disorganised and 
suffering from acute shortages of 
food, medicine and other necessi- 
ties — to only US$ 2 million (about 


12 


46 million baht) last year. 

Non-communist voluntary aid 
organizations are channelling assis- 
tance worth between US$ 10-15 
million (about 230-345 million 
baht) a year into Kampuchea, 
which is estimated to have a popu- 
lation of about six to seven million. 

The UN USS 26.5 million 
(about 609.5 million) last year to 
supply food and other humanitar- 
ian aid to 230,000 Kampucheans 
living in camps in western Kampu- 
chea close to the border with Thai- 
land where forces of the coalition 
government of Democratic Kampu- 
chea have their main bases. 

The Soviet Embassy in Phnom 
Penh declined to provide estimates 
of the value and amount of military 
aid, but gave the correspondent 
some details of civil assistance. 

It totalled US$ 219 million 
(about 5,037 million baht) in 1979 
and 1980 and was all non-reimburs- 
able. 

Since then, the value of Soviet 
aid has declined and included loans 
as well as grants. 

An embassy spokesman said aid 
in 1981 amounted to some US$ 95 
million (about 2,185 million baht) 
and included 130,000 tons of fuel 
and petroleum products, 80,000 
tons of food, 13,000 tons of fer- 
tiliser, 10 million metres of cloth, 
400 cars and 200 trucks. 

He claimed it was difficult to 
put a value in US dollars on Soviet 
assistance jn the last few years be- 
cause the aid was being handled by 
various ministries and agencies 
under several agreements signed 
with the Kampuchean administra- 
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tion and covered a wide range of 
activities. 

But it included interest-free cre- 
dits worth more than US$ 160 mil- 
lion (about 3,680 r-*”"*~a baht) for 
Kampuchea to 2. ©" signed 
last year. Kamptu <> xporting 
rubber and other . ts to the 
Soviet Union in reteza. The official 
said the trade credits did not have 
to be repaid for more than 10 years. 

A good deal of Moscow’s aid is 
being concentrated on education 
and manpower training. 

A technology institute repaired 
and staffed by the Russians was 
formally opened last month in 
Phnom Penh. It has 600 students. 

A technical centre and an agri- 
culture institute are being built 
with Soviet assistance. The finish- 
ing touches are being made to a 
Soviet cultural centre in Phnom 
Penh. 

Tens of thousands of Russian 
story books for children and text 
books and technical manuals, as 
well as political tracts for students 
and cadres, have begn printed in 
the Kampuchean language and are 
now circulated widely. 

The embassy spokesman said 
there were about 1,500 Kampu- 
cheans studying in the Soviet Union 


agriculture and industries, including 


rubber growing and processing. 
Some Kampucheans privately 
criticize the Russians for not doing 


according to foreign residents here. 








MALAYSIA 


CONFERENCE TO BE HELD ON CHINESE-MALAY COMMERCIAL COOPERATION 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 6 Jan 84 p 2 


[Article: "Huang Wen Pin and Chairman of Malayan Industry-Commerce 
Association to Hold Joint Conference to Discuss Development of Chinese-Malay 
Industrial-Commercial Alliance” ] 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 5 Jan--Dato Huang Wen Pin, head of the Malaysian Chinese 
Industrial-Commercial Alliance, will soon hold a conference with Dr Na-wa-wei 
Mei-a-ling [phonetic], chairman of the Malay Industrial-Commercial 
Association, to discuss the development of a Chinese-Malay industrial- 
commercial alliance. 


The objective of the formation of a Chinese-Malay alliance is to strengthen 
the ties between indigenous and Chinese businessmen. 


According to the same source, the above-mentioned conference is being held 
to strengthen mutual obligations in order to facilitate the attainment of 
a higher degree of economic: cooperation. 


In view of the fact that although representatives of the two commercial 
associations have held four or five conferences but still have not made any 
specific decisions, the aforesaid working committee, considering such 
progress to be insignificant, made arrangements so that the commercial 
associations’ bigwigs could get together to discuss the conditions of 
commercial cooperation. 


The working committee, wanting to attain the goal of forming a Chinese-Malay 
industrial-commercial alliance, invited the two commercial associations to 
send three delegates to participate in the conference, but those conditions 
were entirely unsatisfactory. 


The working committee also submitted those conditions for the ‘nformation 
of the Malaysian Chinese Industrial-Commercial Alliance. 


According to one report, Dato Huang Wen Pin was already aware of that 
difficult question and decided to make arrangements to meet with Dr Na-wa-wei 
[phonetic] as soon as possible. Dato Huang Wen Pin is at present in Kuching 
and is not available for comment. 
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A high-ranking member of the Malay Industrial-Commercia} Asscciation expressed 
satisfaction over the progress of the Chinese-Malay industrial-comercial 
alliance to date. He announced that since the Economic Unity Night held on 

8 June, there has been an unofficial coming together of the indigenous and 
Chinese businessmen and that that demonstrates that there are good prospects 
for attaining the goal of forming such an alliance. He also remarked that 
many things remain to be done. 


He further announced that “The Malay Commercial Association is a voluntary 
organization the members of which, however, represent their parent 
organizations. They are subject to limited resources, and they are 
involved in several ASEAN industrial-commercial associations." 


He stressed that the Malay Commercial Association emphasizes not the conduct 
of trade but service to association members. 


According to a news report regarding that commercial association, both sides 
of the alliance have agreed not to involve business circles directly. 

The working committee will determine existing and potential businesses 

in which the relevant businessmen can, by taking advantage of those services, 
carry out joint projects. 


At the Economic Unity Night, Prime Minister Mr Mahathir said in a speech 
that he hoped that the formation of a Malay-Chinese industrial-commercial 
alliance could bring about a new era in economic cooperation in Malaysia. 


The government must not create obstacles for commercial cooperation between 
Chinese and Malays. 


Since the formation of the Malaysian Chinese Industrial-Commercial Alliance, 
only two conferences have been held. One was held to discuss the task of 
preparing for the organization of Economic Unity Night, and the other was 
held to draft the objectives of the alliance and the cooperation guidelines. 


At a relatively early date the working committee of the aforementioned 
alliance recommended that small-scale and medium-scale industries should 
have equal participation in joint management and equal opportunity. 


The working committee also indicated that in Selangor and the Federal 


Territory, the joint operation type ec! cooperation can be developed in 
a program to construct public housing and factories. 
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MALAYSIA 


CHAIN REACTION OF INCREASED DIESEL OIL PRICES NOTED 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 3 Jan 84 p 2 
[Editorial: "The Chain Reaction of Increased Diesel Oil Prices"] 


[Text] As they begin 1984, our country's people must bear an even greater 
cost-of-living burden. Beginning on 1 January, the fees of short-distance 
buses, long-distance buses, minibuses and rental vehicles were increased 
one after another. However, the fees of students’ buses, express buses, 
first-class buses and Class-A lorries in Kuala Lumpur, Petaling, Pahang 
and Ipoh remained unchanged. 


When announcing the new fees, Chong Hon Nyan, minister of transport and 
acting minister of public enterprises, pointed out that the government 
approved the raising of some communications-transportation fees mainly in 
consideration of the rise in fuel prices. Furthermore, such factors as 
the increased prices of lubricating oil, vehicles and spare parts and the 
changeover from miles to kilometers were also taken into consideration by 
the relevant authorities. 


Obviously, the government's cancellation of diesel oil subsidies created the 
first chain reaction: the rise in diesel oil and kerosene prices. In fact, 
the government's intention to adopt the policy of eliminating fuel subsidies 
had been brewing for some time. Tunku Rithauddeen, minister of trade and 
industry, had pointed out time and time again that the government was 
incapable of continuing to provide diesel oil subsidies, especially at 

a time when the country was in an economic slump. 


Before the price rises, the subsidy for the per-liter diesel oil price of 
48 sen was 10.66 sen per liter. In all, every year the government's 
expenditures in that regard amounted to 200 million ringgit, truly a 
considerable sum. 


However, according to the statements of relevant authorities, that subsidy 
system has already produced some harmful consequences. First of all, because 
the price of diesel oil was relatively cheap some industries which had 
originally used other fuels changed one after another over to the use of 
diesel oil. Furthermore, because of our country's low diesel oil price-- 

in our region it was second after Indonesia--in the border areas there was 
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fierce smuggling of diesel oil, especially along the Malaysia-Thailand border, 
where diesel oil was smuggled frum our country to Thailand to be resold, 

which imperceptibly caused our government to lose a considerable amount of 
foreign exchange and at the same time caused the subsidy policy to lose its 
original purpose. 


Under such circumstances, the policy of eliminating the subsidies would be 

an understandable course of action. Even though the new diesel oil price is 
58.6 sen per liter, it is still far lower than Singapore's price of 66.2 sen 
per liter, the Philippines’ price of 76.5 sen per liter or Thailand's 73.4 sen 
per liter. Thus, although the increased diesel oil and kerosene prices have 
no doubt increased the people's burden, they cannot be called too harsh. 


The problem, instead, is how to stop the chain reaction that might take place 
following the increase in the diesel oil price. Fuel accounts for 16 percent 
of the operating costs of the communications-transportation industry. 
Minibuses, for example, every year consume as many as 33,800 liters. After 
the price per liter increased by 10.6 sen, the operators’ expenses increased 
by more than 3,000 ringgit. The relevant authorities have taken that point 
into consideration and have only approved an increase in fees sufficient 

to make up for losses. As for the 1 percent of the fishermen who use diesel 
oil, it is reported that the authorities have drafted other measures to help 
them in order to offset the effect of the increased diesel oil price. 


What about the other--more than 50 percent--of the industries which use 
diesel oil? Will they pass on their new burden to the consumers? There is 
also the tin industry, now on the brink of bankruptcy, which is also a 
principal consumer of diesel oil. Is it not also very much in need of help 
in order to pull through the present crisis? 
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MALAYSIA 


CONSUMERS SAID TO SUFFER FROM INCREASED TRANSPORT FEES 

Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 4 Jan 84 p 2 

[Article by Lan Yu [3448 4556]: "The Victims Are the Consumers" ] 
[Text] Public transportation fees have finally been raised. 


That was a bit of bad news given to consumers by the government on the first 
day of 1984. 


That adjustment resulted in increased income for owners of short-range buses, 
long-range buses, minibuses, rental automobiles, air-conditioned express 
buses, passenger-carrying express buses, goods-carrying express buses and 
express buses outside the fee jurisdiction of the municipal councils. 

But the fees of students’ buses, the passenger fees of ordinary and luxury 
passenger-carrying express buses and the cargo fees of Class A lorries 
remained unchanged. 


The main factor in the increase of fees was the government's total 
elimination of diesel oil subsidies. 


According to a revelation by Minister of Transport Chong Hon Nyan, a new 
schedule of public transportation fees was approved early last month, but 
because the government eliminated diesel oil subsidies on New Year's Day 
of this year, the implementation of that new schedule of fees was delayed. 
It is evident that the government had long had a comprehensive plan and had 
considered its effects and results. 


But according to the announcement by Transport Minister Chong Hon Nyan, 
the fee increases were based on the following factors: 


1. Increases in lubricating oil and fuel costs. 
2. Increased prices of vehicles and spare parts. 
3. Ability to absorb additional costs. 


4. Extent of the burden consumers would have to bear. 
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5. Changeover from a schedule of fees based on the mile to a schedule of 
fees based on the kilometer. 


The authorities even examined the accounts of the country's short-distance 
bus companies and discovered that their profit margins had fallen below the 
bank's interest rate on time deposits and that they were unable to absorb 
even heavier costs and expenses, which would bring into question the survival 
of such businesses. 


At first glance, the reasons given by the minister of transport are grand 
and magnificent, and raising fees was a sympathetic and reasonable act and 


cannot be opposed. 


However, we feel that what the authorities studied and considered was one-sided 
and only aimed at the objective of increasing fees and was a decision made 

to avoid causing an adverse reaction from those in public transportation 

toward the government's total elimination of the diesel oil subsidies. 

The authorities completely neglected the existence of the consumers. Although 
the minister of transport also took into consideration the extent of the 
burden consumers were about to bear, according to the reasons he gave that 
so-called consideration for the consumers’ burden was nothing more than lip 
service and in fact consumers were not given serious consideration. 


In all adjustments affecting clothing, food, housing and travel, the consumers 
ultimately bear the brunt. As for the companies, it is merely a matter of 
their fees rising to meet their expenses, a matter of “what you are given you 
eventually pay for--you raise prices, he also raises prices." Are not those 
who suffer still the consumers? 


The greatest effect of the increase in public transportation fees is on the 
lower class. They are confronted with increased expenses but are unable to 
request their employers to increase their wages to lighten that extra burden. 
It may be asked whether that is rational and fair. 


There is nothing we can say about those in public transportation, for when 
their burden is increased they naturally must find a way to reduce their 
expenses. Therefore, in the final analysis, the origin can be traced to 

the government's total elimination of the diesel oil subsidies. As we stated 
above, the government's cancellation would be like causing the whole body 

to move by pulling a hair and would produce a chain reaction. Although 
henceforth the government will save 1.2 billion ringgit each year, its effect 
will not stop at that figure. At present we need only view the increase in 
public transportation fees as regards the effect on the daily necessities 

and other food items in the mines. Action brings about counteraction. 
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MALAYSIA 


SIGNIFICANCE OF ELECTORAL D'STRICT CHANGES EMPHASIZED 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 6 Jan 84 p 2 
[Editorial: “Exercise Citizens’ Obligations and Rights”) 


[Text] After the approval of the 1983 constitutional revision draft law, 
our country’s electoral districts were increased from the original 154 to 
176, and the state legislative assembly electoral districts were also 
increased from 408 to 447. The Election Commission, which bears the weighty 
responsibility of carrying out the redrawing of the electoral districts, 

a month ago officially announced the new electoral districts in each state 
of our nation (except Selangor) to allow the public to study them and offer 
opinions. 


Our country is a democratic constitutional monarchy in which the people have 
the right to vote every 5 years to elect the people to govern the nation. 
However, our country's parliamentary and state legislative assembly elections 
are based on the English model: in each parliamentary or state legislative 
assembly electoral district, the candidate receiving the largest number of 
votes is elected, which differs from the method of some other democracies 

in which the national assembly's makeup is based on the proportional share 

of the voting. 


It cannot be denied that with the method of election currently used by our 
country, the question of distributing electoral districts is even more 
important. It is not only related to the right enjoyed by every citizen 
to equal governmental representation but also affects the distribution of 
the rights of each nationality. In such a situation, a fair, rational 
distribution of electoral districts can fully bring into play the true 
essence of democracy and enable every citizen to exercise his personal 
rights fully. 


The Election Commission carried out the present redistribution of electoral 
districts on the basis of the parliamentary makeup approved by Parliament. 
Depending on the number of members of Parliament allotted to each state, 

the Election Commission continued to make the number of voters in the state 
the standard in making a further division. In that manner, there may appear 
large electoral districts and small electoral districts. 














According to a news report, the 10 electoral districts with the largest 
number of voters vary from 57,985 to 67,856. However, the 10 smallest 
electoral districts have betwevn :2,433 and 17,040 people. Comparatively, 
the former are three times larger than the latter, a difference that cannot 
we coasidered small. From the point of view of the “one man, one vote” 
principle, if the number of voters of the small electoral districts is the 
standard, their right to goverrmental representation may be said to be three 
times greater than that of the large electoral districts. Such a phenomenon 
cannot truly be said to be normal. 


Regarding the principle of distributing electoral districts, the 26th 
amendment to the constitution in 1973 made che following stipulations: 


l. The boundaries of parliamentary electoral districts cannot exceed the 
state boundar.es, and the state legislative assembly electoral district 
boundaries cannot exceed the borders of the parliamentary electoral districts. 


2. In each electoral district there must be ample administrative facilities 
in order to facilitate the registration of voters and the management of the 
balloting. 


3. The total number of voters in the parliamentary electoral districts must 
be approximately equal. However, during the period in which the electoral 
districts are distributed it is necessary to take into consideration the 
backwardness of the rural districts and the tactor of inconvenient 
communications and give relatively great consideration to the areas of 

rural districts. 


4. During the time in which the boundaries of electoral districts are being 
redrawn it is necessary to avoid causing inconvenience for voters and to go 
all-out to avoid harming the local traditions. 


Obviously, it was consideration for the stipulation of the third principle 
regarding proportional areas that gave rise to the phenomenon of great 
disparity in the numbers of voters in the large and small electoral districts. 
In fact, the third principle at the same time emphasizes chat the total 
number of voters should be relatively equal. If equal attention is paid 

to them, will it not be possible to avoid a great disparity between large 

and small electoral districts? 


The distribution of electoral districts is an important matter. People all 
over the country should positively study it, exercise the rights and duties 
of citizens and make the relevant tasks even more perfect. 
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DAIRY SURPLUSES FROM ALL FRONTS THREATEN EXPORTS 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 9 Mar 84 p 15 


[Article by Arnold Pickmere] 


[Text] Pressure from dairy surpluses 
have affected New Zealand’s dairy 


product export outlook before. 


But the Dairy Board 
chairman, Mr J. T. 
Graham, told farmers this 
week the pressure in the 
past had come from either 
the United States or the 
European Economic Com- 
munity separately. 

It had not come from all 
fronts at the same time. 

He told the dairy indus- 
try’s ward conferences in 
the Auckland province that 
the world’s biggest milk 
producers — the EEC, 
Russia and the United 
States — all increased pro- 
duction last year. 

Production went up by 3 
per cent in the EEC and in 
America and by 6 per cent 
in Russia. 

The overall increase 
from these three, already 
producing well over half 
the worlds milk, could 
have been about 12 million 
tonnes — double New Zea- 
land's production. 


Price Levels 


The available inter- 
national dairy market is 
only about 5 per cent of the 
world's milk production, or 
25 million tonnes of milk. 

Mr Graham said the in- 
creased production had 
continued to exert a strong 
downward pressure on 
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“In addition, depressed 
economic conditions, 
indeed financial crises: in 


Mr Graham's view is that 
the American and EEC sur- 
pluses were both so large 
that there is no way they 
can solve the problem by 
C.., at 

A disappointment in New 
Zealand is that the 
Russians, who would prefer 
to supply their own dairy 
products, are cutting back 
on imports of butter. 

In recent years New Zea- 
land has had some compen- 
sation in cuts in its British 
quota by being able to quit 
similar amounts tc thc 
Russians. 
Compensation 


The Russians have also 
taken in heavy imports of 
EEC butter in recent years. 

One major compensation 
is that Iran has recently 
emerged as a major outlet. 

Mr Graham said it had 
shown particular willing- 
ness to develop trade with 
New Zealand. 


“Outside of Russia, Iran 
is the biggest importer of 
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butter in the world and has 
the added advantage as a 
market that it is unlikely to 
achieve self-sufficiency,” 
he said. 

“The trade that has been 
developed this year is 
likely to be further secured 
by long-term contract ar- 


rangements. 

The board has also in- 
creased sales of dairy pro- 
ducts to the Gulf states and 
Saudi Arabia this year. 

It says sales to the 
Middie East region will 
exceed 50,000 tonnes this 
year, up from 27,000 
tonnes. 

The board will not give 
precise details of the 
Iranian trade, but a high 
fercentage of this Middle 
East increase is understood 
to represent butter sold to 
Iran. 

Risks Taken 

On some products, like 
milkpowder, the board is 
now forced to take what Mr 
Graham called “country 
risks” to maintain its sales 
programme. 

The parious state of the 


business in places like 
Mexico, Peru, the Philip- 
pines and the like has gone 
up considerably,” Mr 
Graham said. 

“We have no bad debts to 
date, so our track record is 
great, but the risk we are 
taking is becoming greater 
also. 

“There is little we can do 
about it. We have to accept 
the world as it is — not the 
way we would like it to be.” 
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NEW ZEALAND PARTY TALKS OF POWER ALLIANCE 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 14 Mar 84 p 17 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE BID DECLINED--NZPA Wellington--The leader of the New Zea- 
land Party, Mr Robert Jones, has declined to support a campaign for a nuclear- 
free South Pacific. Mr Jones said in a letter to the Nuclear Weapon-free 
Register, a publication of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, that instead 
he wanted a “military-free South Pacific." “It seems to me that the proposi- 
tion (a nuclear-free zone) invites an acceptance of alternative military ac- 
tivity and weaponry," Mr Jones said in a letter. The New Zealand Party has 
made its policy to reject such talk of a nuclear-free South Pacific and in- 
stead calls for a military-free South Pacific." Mr Jones said he was sure the 
anti-nuclear organisation would “share these sentiments but perhaps feel that 
we are overly optimistic." Yet, he said, he was achieving extraordinary re- 
sults in persuading the New Zealand public that the spending of even one cent 
on military activity was a "disgraceful indictment on all of us." [Text] 
[Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 10 Mar 84 p 5] 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST REPORTS LIBYAN ‘PRESENCE' IN MINDANAO 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 24 Mar 84 p 6 


[Article by 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Jesus Bigornia] 


If Philippine authorities persist in 
turning @ blind eye to a growing 
Libyan “presence” in Mindanao, 
they would be doing a great disser- 
vice to the Republic and ignoring 
protests in Thailand against a Li- 
byan proposal to set up an Islamic 
“cultural center” in Bangkok. In 
MEMO (acronym for Middle East 
and Mediterranean Outlook), a Thai 
leader, Phisit Sriaroon, warns that 
such a center could easily become “a 
covert base for terrorist activities in 
Southeast Asia.” President Gaddafi, 
described as a fanatical leader who 
believes in nothing but “terrorism, 
assassinations and rebellions,” has 
been encouraging in the South a 
secessionist rebellion by supplying 
arms and money. “In India,” Phisit 
claims, “Gaddefi's financial ‘aid’ is 
used to convert unemployed Indians 
to Islam. In Malaysia, he is trying to 


4200/¢f 


27 


make Islam the state religion 

though nearly 50 per cent_of the 

Malaysian population comprises 

Buddhists, Christians and Hindus.” 
e 


warfare in southern Thailand 
should ring tocsins within the Phi- 
lippine intelligence circles. For 


tinuing without let up. No wonder 
the MNLF rebellion i in Mindanao 
refuses to gubside-, 














PHILIPPINES 


KALINGA-APAYAO, ABRA RESIDENTS RAISE REWARD AGAINST BALWEG 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 26 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] SEARCH for rebel priest Conrado Balweg, who carries a P200,000 price 
on his head, has narrowed down to a rugged remote town near the mountainous 
border of Kalinga-Apayao and Abra. 


Col. Luis San Andreas, PC spokesman, said Balweg was holed up in the town of 
Tinglayun, about 80 kilometers west of Tabuk, Kalinga-Apayao's capital town. 


Tinglayan is reportedly a stronghold of the New People's Army. 


The government has set a reward of P130,000 for the capture of Balweg. The 
amount, however, was raised to P200,000 after residents in Kalinga-Apayao and 
Abra contributed P70,000 more. 


BALWEG, parish priest of Saliapadan, Abra, and director of the Arnaldo High 
School in the same town, reportedly joined the NPA in Kalinga Apayao after he 
became the subject of an arrest order for recruiting cadres for the Communist 
Party of the Philippines. 


The defense ministry said Balweg has led several attacks against military 
Outposts and detachments. 


Among the major attacks which Balweg reportedly masterminded were on a PC de- 
tachment at the Bagong-Buhay gold mine in Balatok, Pasil, Kalinga Apayao, on 
Sept. 11, 1980, where seven government troopers were killed. 


On Jan. 9, 1983, Balweg was again identified as one two rebel priests who mas- 
terminded the attack on a patrol base in barangay Talampacan Lacub, Abra. 


Two soldiers were killed and four others wounded in this attack. 


Balweg, a Tinggiun native, has fled to the hills to join the NPA in 1979, ac- 
cording to records of the military. 


He has repeatedly turned down military invitations for a peaceful dialogue in 
“any neutral ground.” 
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PHILIPPINES 


TOLENTINO'S "CONTROVERSIAL" POLITICAL CANDIDACY PROFILED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 26 Mar 84 pp 4, 5 


[Article by Jesus Sison in the "Perspective" column: “The Many Every Party 
Wants" ] 


[Text] RECENT developments have portrayed Assemblyman Arturo Tolentino as a 
controversial political figure. First, he appeared with his arms raised on 
the same platform with the candidates of the Nacionalista Party in Manila. 
Then, there were stories in the newspapers that he would be a candidate of the 
UNIDO. 


People were confused by what they saw and read about Tolentino. The question 
almost everybody asked was: What is Tolentino up to? Without waiting for 
further confusion, the former senator made it clear that he has not joined the 
NP or the UNIDO and that he remains to be with the KBL until the majority 
party drops him. If the NPs wanted him as a guest candidate, why should 
Tolentino refuse? Such accommodations are now allowed by law. 


It is understandable why other political parties want Tolentino in their 
States. He is considered the strongest candidate in Manila and is a shoo- in 
in the May 14 elections. But because of his known principles, the popular and 
eminent veteran parliamentarian does not want to transfer to the opposition 
just because the opposition is supposed to be strong in Manila. That would be 
opportunism and he does not want to be called an opportunist. However, if he 
is not included in the KBL slate, that would be another story. He can run 
under another banner. 


Because of his stature in public service, the former senator is regarded by 
many people no longer as a politician but as a statesman. To understand why 
the NPs adopted him as their guest candidate, one has to be familiar with the 
politics of Assemblyman Tolentino. On several occasions, he taunted the lead- 
ership of President Marcos by advocating issues which run counter to the poli- 
cies and wishes of the President and the administration. Under the present 
semi-parliamentary system when the government is the collective responsibility 
of the party in power and all party members are duty-bound to support party 
policies, Tolentino disagreed with the party several times and managed to 
survive. Lesser figures would have suffered oblivion. 








By disagreeing with certain policies and issues espoused by the administra- 
tion, Tolentino has pre-empted and outshone the opposition. iie has shown to 
the opposition leaders that art of how to fiscalize and oppose effectively. 
And the leaders of the opposition can not but watch in awe and wonder how 
Tolentino has been able to oppose and propose with such a high degree of 
success. 


Opposing is not just a matter of consistent criticism to the point that it 
would seem that the man being criticized is no longer capable of doing any- 
thing right. The art of opposing requires expertise if the intention is to 
succeed and not just to harass or cause embarassment. Tolentino carefully 
chooses what issues are to be opposed, how they should be opposed, what are 
the alternatives, when to raise the questions, and, most important of all, how 
popular the subject is with the people. So far, he has scored more success 
than failure in his crusade to limit the excesses of government. Tolentino, 
however, had always worked with the parliamentary majority in the Batasang 
Pambansa. He even claimed that he could not have succeeded in his fight for 
government and political reforms if he had not belonged to the majority party. 


Tolentino has been more successful as an oppositionist within the KBL than the 
opposition leaders who have been making all sort of demands. He proposed and 
fought vehemently for the restoration of the position of vice president. He 
raised the issue of suspending the effectivity of certain presidential decrees 
concerning the arrest of persons for subversion and subversive statement and 
the confiscation of their property and he was met more than halfway. His 
proposal was approved although there was no mention of the presidential de- 
crees but the effect was practically the same--nobody could be arrested in 
connection with the coming political campaign except in cases where there is a 
warrant of arrest issued by a competent court. 


A big fight awaits Tolentino on the issue of constitutional amendment No. 6 
which empowers the President to issue presidential decrees. According to To- 
lentino, this power of the President is an obstacle to the complete normaliza- 
tion of the constitutional process. He believes that the incoming Batasang 
Pambansa being already a regular one, should have the sole power to legislate 
laws. The bowing out of the Interim Batasang Pambansa, he said, should also 
terminate the interim period. 


When Tolentino goes back to the Batasang Pambansa, it is almost certain he 
will continue the fight against the decree-issuing power of the President. 
But will he do it once he is appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs? Barring 
unforeseen circumstances, Tolentino will be the next Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs. He was recommended by former Minister Carlos P. Romulo and no leader 
of stature in the KBL has come out openly against Romulo's recommendation. 


It is not a surprise why Tolentino is a guest candidate of the NP. He has al- 
ways claimed that he was and still is a Nacionalista. The fact is he is still 
the NP chairman in Manila. According to him, he has a six-year contract with 
the majority party when he ran under the KBL banner in 1978. He always 
stressed that he has a covenant with the people of Metro Manila to serve out 
the six-year contract. In his certificate of candidacy filed in the 1978 
elections, he stated his party affiliation as NP. When he wins under the 
tickets of the KBL and the NP on May 14, will he still be a Nacionalista? Or 
will he be a KBL as he must so certify if he runs under the KBL banner? 
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PHILIPPINES 


MANPOWER EXPORT PROGRAM FACES SERIOUS PROBLEMS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 23 Mar 84 p 23 


[Article by Chito Parazo] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


serious problems 
which has contributed 
to the decline of Filipi- 
no skilled workers all 
over the world, parti- 
cularly in Saudi Ara- 
bia for the last several 
months. 

The problems in the 
recruitment industry 
were aired by Madi 
Sakkam and Frony 
Fortich, board chair- 


Expor- 
ters, In. (PASEI) 
esterday to some 

bor Ministry offi- 
cials. 
Sakkam and Fortich 
demand for Filipino 


in the Mid- 
dle East, particularly 
among Filipino unskil- 
led workers, has 


ny the Labor 
inistry to turn to 
non-traditional man- 


ower outlets in 
to make up for 
the declining manpow- 
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limit the number of gov- 


high efficiency rate 
abroad 














PHILIPPINES 


HOUSING AUTHORITY STEPS UP DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 23 Mar 84 p 8 


[Text] The National Housing Authority (NHA) is stepping up the implementa- 
tion of development projects for indigent families in its various resettle- 
ment projects through the Sariling Sikap program of President Marcos and the 
First Lady, Human Settlements Minister Imelda R. Marcos. 


Last week, NHA General Manager Gaudencio V. Tobias formally launched the 
Sariling Sikap program in the Dagat-Dagatan development project in Navotas and 
the Bagong Nayon resettlement project in Antipolo. 


The program was introduced to some 7,000 Dagat-Dagatan residents through a 
comprehensive lecture on practical home gardening by experts from the Food 
Terminal, a baking demonstration and a food sale. 


On the other hand, in Bagong Nayon, seeds and seedlings were distributed to 
project beneficiaries. Small business loan checks amounting to P78,000 were 
also awarded to four entrepreneurs as working capital for small business ven- 
tures with high potentials for income-generation, namely, slipper and char- 
coal stove making, ice cream cone manufacturing, and operation of a talipapa 
(wet market). 


Highlighting the event in Bagong Nayon was a groundbreaking cereneny for a 
multi- purpose center in the area for the use of the residents. Funding for 
the construction of the building will come from the proceeds of a fund-raising 
drive which was sponsored recently by the community-based groups in Bagong 
Nayon. 


Tobias said that the educational and technology dissemination campaigns and 
livelihood projects being introduced in the resettlement projects are aimed at 
harnessing the efforts of our low-and marginal-income families to transform 
them into self-reliant and productive citizens. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


SERGIO OSMENA DIES--Former Sen. Sergio Osmena Jr. died yesterday (Manila time) 
of a “massive heart attack" at the Cedar Sinai Hospital in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. The news about the former senator's death was relayed to the Bulletin 
by his niece, Mrs. Carmelita Osmena-de Jesus. According to her, Osmena under- 
went last year a heart bypass operation. He died at 1:30 a.m. Sunday (Cali- 
fornia time). Osmena, 68, ran for presidency in 1969 under the Liberal Party 
banner but lost to President Marcos. He left for the United States shortly 
before the declaration of martial law in 1972. He was one of the victims of 
the infamous Plaza Miranda bombing in 1971. He also served as major of Cebu 
City for several terms before he was elected senator. He was a son of former 
President Sergio Osmena, Sr. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 
84 pp 1, 12] 


CSO: 4200/650 


33 














THAI-LAO TRADE DROPS 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 14 Mar 84 p 20 


[Text] 


CSO: 


NONG KHAI 
Thai-Law trade hes 
been on the decline 
due to the problems 
of payment and over- 
riding national secur- 
ity concern. 

A report of the 
Bank of Thailand, 
Northeastern branch, 
said that in 1983 the 
total volume of ex- 
port to Laos was 
765.1 million baht, a 
4.7 per cent less than 
1982, while the total 
import from Laos was 
25.1 million baht last 
year, a decrease of 
23.5 per cent from 
1982. 

It also said that in 
December 1963, there 
was a big slip of [Lao 
export to Thailand, 
a total of 25 million 
baht, about 40.5 per 
cent less than in No- 
vember of the same 
year, but import 
climbed to 188 per 
cent, an equivalent of 
29.1 million baht. 


The decline of 
TharLae trade vo- 
lume continued in 
January when sale 
this year amounted to 
only 254 million 
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baht. with an import 
of 1.1 milhon baht. 
According to the re- 
port, the mam Thai 
exports have been rice 
and other consumer 
goods, Laos suppbed 
Thailand with sarongs 
and cigarettes. 


Despite the slow 
down of trade be- 
tween the two coun- 
tries, Thailand still 
enjoys a trade sur- 
plus of 740 millon 
baht, which has in- 
creased from 770 mil- 
lion baht in 1982 and 
3664 million baht in 
1981. 

The Bank of Tha- 
land -said that the 
main reasons were the 
decrease of the two- 
way trade andthe im- 
port tax increase in 
August of last year, 
and the authorities 
had imposed a strict 
regulation of Laos 
import. Furthermore, 
there was some dif- 
ficulty in terms of 
payment and trade 
agreements between 
Thailand and Laws 


A Nong Khai of- 
ficer said that the 


4 


That side was very 
concerned with the 
security because of 
the possibility of 
enemy's infiltration 
“Moreover, we don't 
have enough people to 
keep track of illegal 
transactions along the 
border.” he added 


The officer sax 
that the smuggling of 
goods across = the 
border still continued, 
but the Border Patrol 
Police had suppressed 
some of the smugglers 
along 1500 kms of 
Thai-Laotian border 
He also said the un 


predictability of Lao- 


tian officials at the 
border had made the 
border passings for 


merchants and rela- 


tives who lived along 
the Mekong River 
more difficult “Some 
times, they closed 
down the border with- 
out any explanation, 
he said 

There are now 
three points which are 
open along the Thai 
Laotian border, two 
in Nong Khai and the 
other one in Mukda 
harn 
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BAN ON STEEL BAR EXPORTS TO INDOCHINA LIFTED 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 14 Mar 84 p 10 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Cabinet yesterday lifted the ban on ex- 
port of steel bars to Kampuchea, Laos and Viet- 
nam, Deputy Commerce Minister Prayoon 

said 


Steel bar was among nine products 
to export deregulation by the Council of 
nomic Ministers in August 1982. Stee! bar ex- 
port to the three Indochina countries had to 
receive prior permission from the Commerce 
Ministry before the ban was lifted yesterday. 
Steel bar was among 272 products in the list 
of strategic goods which cannot be exported to 
the three neighbouring countries. Deputy Minis- 
ter Prayoon said that from now on steel bar ex- 
port will be permitted by customs authorities. 
“The ban was imposed so that there would 
be sufficient supply to the domestic market, 
but the situation has changed now ™ he mid 
But customs offices at Mukdaharn and Nong 
Khai provinces would be instructed to keep the 
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record of steel bar exports in case export con- 
trol becomes necessary in the future, he sid. 


It was not specified whether steel bar export 
would be for Kampuchean resistance forces or 
the Vietnamdacked Heng Samrin regime in 
Phnom Penh. Thailand does not recognise the 
Heng Samrin government and in effect does not 
have bilateral trade relations. 


Local steel manufacturers are still operating 
below their full capacity. Production in recent 
years was cut to only 30% for some steelmakers 
due to slump in the construction industry and 
cutback in government budgets for construc- 
tion projects. 

They are allowed to export stee! bars but 
have not been able to do so because their prices 
are much nighcr than those supplied by Taiwan, 
Japan, South Korea and India, particularly to 
the Middle East. 











TAPIOCA GLUT WARNING ISSUED BY EXPORTERS 


THAILAND 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 14 Mar 84 p 20 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


TAPIOCA exporters and producers have 
warned the government to be prepared for a 
“glut” that will hit the market next year due 
to the good prices for the crop this year, 
prompting more farmers to turn to cassava 
cultivation. Tapioca export quota to the Euro- 
pean Economic Community (EEC) will be 
down in the wake of a rise in production. 

Mr Damrongsak Sirichinda, president of the 
Association of Tapioca Producers in the North- 
east, told The Nation earlier this week that 
while the price of cassava roots in Korat now 
stands at 80 stang per kilogramme, the price 
might drop drastically next year with a bumper 
crop. 

The present price is relatively good,” he 
said, adding that the government would do well 
to be prepared for some problems next year, 
however. 

He also said that the tapioca carry-over from 
last year amounted to only 300,000-400,000 
tons compared to this year's carry-over of 
about one to two million tons. “The private 
sector simply can't handle the problem itself. 
This is a worrisome problem. That's why | 
would like to ask the government to lay down 
some preventive measures to prevent the prob- 
lem from deteriorating.’ he said. 

He said one solution would be to hold talks 
for EEC to increase the tapioca quota for next 
year. 

Damrongsak said that Korat now produces 
about 10,000-15,000 tons of tapioca pellets a 
day. The new massive Chao Phya Co in Korat 
will add more production since it could pro- 
duce more than one million tons a year. 

President of Tapioca Exporters Association, 
Mr Sukit Wanglee, meanwhile, said that the 
government's new policy to shore up prices for 
tapioca farmers is to ensure that exporters 
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stockpile a certain amount of tapioca. He said 
total stockpile by exporters now amcunts to 
2.2 million tons, worth about 4,50v million 
baht. “The interest incurred would come to 
about 60-70 million baht while the warehouse 
cost would be about 25-30 million baht and 
weight loss would be about 20 million baht a 
month. All these expenses would come to 
about 120 million baht a month, and they are 
borne by the exporters. If the prices in the EEC 
market are not good enough, we would all 
suffer some heavy losses,” he said. 


Sukit said that on a short-term basis, the 
government's solution has helped farmers to 
get about 2,500-3,000 baht per rai of tapioca, 
better than income from rice cultivation. “But 
the government would. have to take long-term 
consequences into consideration. Where would 
we get the money to buy the tapioca that 
would come out in May-December? | am equal- 
ly worried about the farmers as the govern- 
ment is. But if prices fall, there will be some 
serious problems in the next four to five 
months,” he said. ’ 

Sukit said that the solution would be to cut 
down production. “If not, there will certainly 
be problems in the near future because tapioca 
market is different from that for rice and 
maize. For tapioca, we have only the EEC mar- 
ket which charges a 6% import duty while other 
agricultural products going there are charged 
much higher rates,” he said. 

Sukit said that since the beginning of this 
year, a total of 1.4 million tons of tapioca has 
been exported. The stockpile in Bangkok and 
nearby provinces stands at 2.2 million tons 
now. There are another 500,000 tons in the 
provinces. In the next five months, the total 
stock would come to about 4.5 million tons, 
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CABINET APPROVES LAUNCHING ‘HI-TECH' INDUSTRIES 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 14 Mar 84 p 20 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE CABINET yesterday switched on 
the greenlight for the country to launch 
industries in four areas of new techi.olo- 
gy starting off with the production of 
microwave isolators and circulaiors and 
solar cells while research will be con- 
ducted on bio-technology and computer 
software. 

The launching of the “‘hi-tech”’ indus- 
tries will be spearheaded by the Ministry 
of Science, Technology and Energy 
wh ich has assigned the Thailand Institute 
of Scientific and Technological Research 
to proceed with the plan to “induce the 
private sector to invest in these indus- 
tries.” 

Minister for Science, Technology and Energy 
Damrong Latthapipat yesterday presented the 
overall plan to the Cabinet on grounds that ad- 
vanced science and technology-based industries 
as well as high-technology industries are new 
areas in which Thailand must devote great al- 
tention to since they will have a high degree 
of influence over the country’s economy in 
the future. 


“Such products will sell at good prices, with 
production costs reasonably low in some 
categories. At the same time, competition in 
the world market remains low,”’ the minister's 
proposal said, adding that such new technology- 
based industries would change the country’s 
trading structure. 

“Brain-intensive industries will become more 
important than capital-intensve industries in 
the future, except in certain cases, and the new 
trend will help resolve Thailand's poverty and 
trade deficit problems,”* the minister said in his 
presentauion. 

The ministry said it was “urgent” for the 
country to support and promote such indus- 
tries, to demonstrate to the private sector the 
government's determination to stimulate the 
private sector to mobilize funds and streamline 
organization to cope with the arrival of the new 
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technological era. : 

The Thailand Institute of Scientific and 
Technological Research which comes directly 
under the ministry has been assigned to take 
charge of the plan to enter into joint ventures 
with private investors to launch those indus- 
tries in the country. Four areas of such indus- 
tries which offer high rates of return on invest- 
ments will be given priorities. 

The first includes microwave isolators and 
circulatorswhich have been devised and deve. 
loped by Thai scientists over the past three 
years. The products are being bought from here 
to be used in the US, Britain and Japan includ- 
ing "NASA of the United States. More than 70 
companies in these countries, including those 
in Europe, have placed orders for these items. 
The institute will invest one million baht in the 
joint venture for this project. 

The second industry is to produce solar cells. 
The technology will be provided by one of the 
world’s best-known solar cell companies in 
the US. Such cells will help provide electricity 
and energy to pump water for farming and 
help in sea navigation etc. The solar cells will al- 
so help raise the standard of living and income 
for villages in the remote areas. The institute 
will invest about 1.25 million baht in the joint 
venture scheme. 

The third industry under the overall plan is 
to get into bio-technology to develop to get rid 
of insects or pests that endanger plants or the 
people. Such technology is also applied to 
fermentation, fertilizer and garbage disposal, as 
well as waste water disposal. 

The fourth area is the production of com. 
puter software for export to improve the coun- 
try’s trade balance position and jack up effi- 
ciency in the country’s administration. 

Currently, Thailand imports more than 100 
million baht worth of computer software every 
year, the minister said, and the trend & on the 
increas. 

“Thailand possesses experienced and com- 
petent scientists as well as good technicians 
who could produce computer software.” the 
minister said 











DECISION ON NEW FOREIGN BANKS PUT OFF 


Bangkok THE WATION REVIEW in English 20 Mar 84 p 9 


[Article by Vachara C. Santikul] 


[Text ] 


FINANCE Minister Sommai 
Hoontrakool has _ instructed 
the Bank of Thailand to post- 
pone indefinitely its study on 
a proposal for allowing the 
opening of new local commer- 
cial banks and more foreign 
bank branches because there 
are more urgent issues. 


At the same time, the minis- 
try also rejected a proposal of 
a Saudi Arabian bank to set up 
an exchange bank ‘branch in 
Bangkok to handle remittance 
by Thai workers in the Middle 
East, well-informed sources 
said. 

Miss Waree Havanonda, director 
of the Bank Supervision & Exami- 
nation, said that the central bank 
had received a written instruction 
from Minister Sommai who stressed 
that there were still many more 
urgent issues which needed atten- 
tion. 

The central bank has been 
preparing guidelines for allow- 
ing the opening of new com- 
mercial banks and foreign bank 
branches. Miss Waree said that the 
instruction suited the bank's need 
for more time to complete this 


ssue. 

“The guidelines are very de- 
licate, and we need more time,” 
said Miss Waree, who explained that 
the guidelines will cover permission 
for investors to open regional banks 
as well. 


38 


There are many applications 
from investors to set up new 
commercial banks and from foreign 
banks to open branches in Bang- 
kok. They are pending approval 
from Minister Sommai. 

Those prospective investors are 
anxiously awaiting Sommai's deci- 
sion who had gone on record in 
favouring the opening of new banks 
and more foreign bank branches. 

The government has long banned 
new commercial banks and foreign 
branches, fearing that there would 
be tough competition leading to 
business failure. 

Minister Sommai has said that it 
was time for the country to have 
more banks to cope with economic 
growth, and only foreign banks 
from countries which have substan- 
tial trade relations with Thai- 
land would be allowed to ope- 
rate branches here. 

The guidelines were once sub- 
mitted to Minister Sommai in 
December last year. At that time, 
he said that he would complete a 
study within January. 


However, there ensued a se- 
ries of collapses of several fi- 
nance and credit foncier com- 
panies due to severe liquidity 
problems. Many more have sought 
assistance from the central bank 
and the ministry. 

Since then, both the units 
have been busy with the finan- 
cial debacle. They have joined 
hands with banks and non-bank 
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financial institutions to form a 
liquidity fund to bail out other 
finance and credit foncier firms 
threatened by similar problems. 

Other poblems which drew away 
the attention of the ministry and 
the central bank was the rapid 
growth in trade and balance-of- 
payments deficits. They were more 
preoccupied by the need to intro- 
duce measures to curb credit 
growth and imports to improve the 
country’s fiscal position. 

Sources said that the minis. 
try had already rejected a pro- 
posal by Saudi bankers who wanted 
to set up an exchange bank branch 
in Bangkok to process the remit- 
tance from Thai workers in Middle 
East countries. 

“There was no specific plan 
by those investors. They did 
not mention clearly whether they 
wanted to operate commercial 
banking or other services,” the 
sources said. 

Those investors, the sources 
pointed out, did neither men- 
tion that they wanted to take 
deposits mor spell out clearly 
whether they would provide lend- 
ing. They also failed to say how 
they would fix interest rates. 

“That gave us enough rea- 
son to reject the proposal,” the 
sources said. 
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DIEN BIEN PHU REFUGEES FEATURE 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 11 Mar 84 p 14 


[Article by Vithoon Puengprasert , Kavee Joong] 


[Text ] 


UDON THANI 


T HREE decades 
after having pur- 
sued a policy of 
isolating and treating 
Vietnamese communi- 
ties in the Northeast 
as minority people, 
the Thai Government 
have recently started 
to take a new ap- 
proach aimed at as- 
similating these peo- 
ple, particularly the 
young ones, into the 
Thai society. 
regarded as a 
potential threat to the 
national security, the 
Vietnamese residents 
who migrated into the 
country during the 
Dien Bien Phu war- 
time and their des- 
cendents have been 
confined in certain 
northeastern pro- 
vinces and denied 
Thai nationality. With 
repeated failure on 
the diplomatic front 
to get Vietnam to 
take back the people, 
Thai authorities, how- 
ever, have started to 


realize that the poten. 


tially explosive prob- 
lem must be first and 
foremost tackled at 
home. 


sidents, whose status 
are classified as illegal 
immigrants, has been 
established at the In- 
ternal Security Opera- 


‘tion Centre (ISOC) 


and in fact, backed by 
Third Army Region 
Commander Lt Gen 
Pak Minakanit, who 
had issued an order 
for authorities to take 
the new concept to 
try to win back the 
loyalty of local Viet- 
namese residents and 
at the same time 
“waging psychological 
warefare” against the 
“radical elements” in 
the communities. 

The radical ele. 
ments, allegedly mak. 
ing use of nondiscri. 
minating attitudes of 
government authori- 
ties towards the Viet- 
namese communities 
in the past, have re- 
portedly succeeded in 
setting up clandestine 
networks to rule over 
the Vietnamese peo- 
ple with an ultimate 
goalof annexing the 
northeastern part of 
the country with the 
so<alled ‘Federation 


40 


of Indochinese 
States.” 


AWARD 


The objective of 
this new policy is to 
award the Vietnamese 
who have cooperated 
closely with govern. 
ment officials with 
alien registration 
cards. “Any Viet- 
namese who have 
proved to be good 
citizens and constitute 
no threat to Thai se- 
curity would be given 
a chance,” a provin- 
cial officer told The 
Nation. 

This will be a 
major step to assimi- 
late the children of 
the older Vietnamese 
generation, the first 
of whith has been re- 
settled, in a practical 
sense, for more than 
three decades. Hope. 
fully, these younger 

neration would be 

ally absorbed into 
the mainstream of the 
Thai society. With the 
alien registration cards 
the children would be 
eventually given Thai 
citizenship on the fol- 
lowing three coridi- 
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tions: they must have 
paid tax for more 
than three consecutive 
years: they must co- 
operate with and help 
Thai authorities; and 
they must strictly fol- 
low immigration regu- 
lations. These regula- 
tions include a restric- 
tion of their travels to 
prescribed areas. 


COMMITTEE 





The provincial 
branches of ISOC re- 
cently established a 
committee and a sub- 
committeein each of 
the provinces where 
there are Vietnamese 
communities to con- 
sider granting Thai na- 
tionality to “well-be- 
haved Vietnamese.” 
Governors of these 
provinces are on the 
committee and sub. 
committees. 

The actions have 
been taken to dispel 
rumours being circu- 
lated among the Viet- 
namese communities 
that the Thai Govern- 
ment had ste = gpa up 
its propagan 

igns to “deceive the 

ietnamese and the 
world over.” “We 
want to show that we 
are serious about it,” 
the provincial official 
said. 

A provincial immi- 
gration official said 
that the “secret so- 
cieties” in the Viet- 
namese communities 
were so powerful that 
some Vietnamese who 
are inclined to co- 
operate with Thai au- 
thorities did not dare 
to do so. “They can 
be in trouble if they 
are seen in local gov- 
ernment offices or 
talk with local au- 
thorities. That’s why 


we don't have many 
contacts with them 
besides _ procedural 
transactions,” he said. 

He claimed that 
these clandestine ‘net- 
works of radical Viet- 
namese have played 
active and crucial 
roles in indoctrinating 
young Vietnamese 
people on communist 
ideology with a view 
to turning them into 


“loyal Vietnamese 


citizens.’ The Viet- 
namese language has 
also been secretly 
taught to them. 

Yet, resistance and 
dissension could be 
found any where, 
closed or open socie- 
ties. According to 
local authorities, at 
any given Vietnamese 
community there are 
three main groups: the 
radicals, the neutralists 
and the dissenters. 

The first group, by 
far the largest, ‘‘fer- 
vently” believes in 
Mg ee national- 

. Members of this 
group cooperate and 

Ip one another by 
regularly contributing 
money to a common 
fund. They also hold 
secret meetings fre- 
‘quently. 


Part of the contri- 
bution has been re. 
portedly remitted 
overseas, either 
through the Viet- 
namese Embassy in 
Bangkok or a network 
in Laos. Another part 
has been used to bribe 
local officials while 
the rest is reserved as 
emergency fund, from 
which members could 
draw when they need 
extra money. 


The second group 
used to work with the 
first group but later 
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turned indifferent to 
the activities of the 
first group. They have 
reportedly adopted a 
“wait and see”’ policy. 

Most of the people 
in this belong 
to walidodo feniiion 
which do not want to 
get involved in politics 
and see no prospects 
of returning to Viet- 
nam. Local authorities 
said these people 
wanted to cooperate 
with them in ex- 
change for travelling 
permits beyond the 
provincial towns. But 
some of them are still 
reluctant to do so for 
fear of ostracism im- 
posed by other Viet- 


The ast group, 
known as the “‘demo- 
cratic grouping,” has 
refused to cooperate 
with the first group 
because of ideological 
differences. The group 
is the smallest and 
now comprises only 
about 250 people in 
this province. Their 
only wish is to re- 
main in Thailand or 
be resettled in third 
countries. 


An informed 
source told The Na- 
tion that the first 
group recently launch- 
ed an active campaign 
in this province and 
neighbouring Nong 
Khai to inculcate “‘na- 
tionalist sentiments” 
am @ the younger 

"1 ¢" ie I using a 
od ‘ new na- 
tio isin” and resort- 
ing video tapes as 
their main propaganda 
tool. 

Local Vietnamese 
people here have re. 
portedly seen several 
video-taped films on 
the latest situation 
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in Vietnam and about 


the “heroic struggle” 


by the Vietnamese 
compatriots against 
the French and 
Americans. 


The battle for 


loyalty is obviously 
fierce. In recent 
months, loca] authori- 
ties have organized 
several programmes 
aimed at implanting 
democratic ideology 
and value in Viet- 
namese leaders. 

“About 100 Viet- 
namese leaders have 
been invited to join 
the programmes. It is 
important for them to 
know the differences 
between a free society 
and a communist one. 
Some young Viet- 
namese have never 
seen communist Viet- 
nam before,” an offi- 
cial involved in the 
project told The Na. 
tion. 

Such initiatives 
have been so far con- 
fined to provinces 
with sizable  Viet- 
namese population. 
The largest =~ Viet- 
namese community is 
in this province. 


CENSUS 


As of last month, 
there are 1,266 house. 
holds with a eae 

population of 7,820 
in this province. There 
are only 113 cases of 
intermarriage — with 


families have pro. 
duced 96 Thai-born 
children. 





The Vietnamese 
here have monopo- 
lized about 99 per 
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cent of photo shops 
and are engaged in 
a number of medium 
and smalj-size busi- 
nesses, such as garages, 
grocery stores and 
restaurants. In addi- 
tion, in all local mar- 
ketplaces, Vietnamese 
also sell most of the 
meat and vegetables. 
Under the Thai labour 
law, there are 27 
kinds of professions 
which the Vietnamese 
are prohibited from. 
These occupations in- 
clude barber, rickshaw 
riding and mechanic. 
A provincial offi- 
cial also reported a 
recent emergence of 
hostilities between 
Vietnamese and 
Chinese residents in 
northeastern pro- 
vinces. “They com. 
pete with each other 
stiffly. Both of the 
es are diligent by 
nature but it seems 
the Vietnamese are 
trying harder,” he 


~ with local 
residents, he 
said, the Vietnamese 
apparently had an 
edge over the Thais. 
For one thing, the 
Vietnamese _—under- 
stand _ the Thai 

while the 
ioral Thais do not 


speak Vietnamese. 


tial to say, they com- 
municate with one an- 
other in the Viet- 
namese language,” he 
added, reflecting an- 
other problem in 
realizing the new con. 
cept of assimilating 
the Vietnamese. 








FEATURE ON ETHNIC THAT MIGRANTS FROM PRK 
Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 18 Mar 84 p 15 
[Article by Rapeepan Tham-umnuaychoke: 


"Thais Without a Country"] 


[Text] 


when we are in Thailand, they call us Cambodians. 


“NY whe we were in Cambodia, they called us Thais. But 


Shall we have citizenship?” 


That is the complaint of Thai 
people who have migrated to the 
eastern province of Trat from Koh 
(Island) Kong since the early “SQs. 

The so-called “Thais from Koh 
Kong” have been restricted to cer. 
tain areas of the seaboard province 
since arriving there from the near. 
by island, and they are anxiously 
waiting for the government to grant 
them citizenship. 

Many have given birth to chil. 
dren on Thai soil but their birth 
certificates describe them as immi- 
grants, thus keeping them out of lo. 
cal schools despite the fact that 
they speak Thai fluently. 

The Thais from Koh Kong cur. 
rently number about 6,900. They 
started migrating to Thailand from 
the island in 1949 but a mass.influx 
began in 1975 after the fall of Cam. 
bodia to the Khmer Rouge regime. 

The government recently an. 
nounced it would grant Thai citi. 
zenship to people who entered 
Thailand from Koh Kong before 
November 15, 1977, on condition 
that they be ethnic Thais. 

The government's reason for 
granting citizenship to these people 
traces back to before the reign of 
King Rama V when Koh Kong was 
annexed by Siam. Koh Kong was 
taken over by the French Gover. 
ment in the time of King Rama V, 
when it colonized. 


I, 


Cambodia and, consequently, 
the Thai border province of Trat in 
1898. People on Koh Kong conse- 
quently became Cambodian subjects 

The Thai Government secceeded 
in 1906 in negotiating with the 
French for the return of Trat, in 
exchange for the three provinces of 
Battambang, Siem Reap and Si So. 
phon. Trat has become a part of 
Thailand since then but not Koh 
Kong, which the French Govern. 
ment insisted on controlling as part 
of its colony despite the fact that 
nearly all villagers on the island 
were Thai. 


Koh Kong has since then been a 
province of Cambodian and known 
among Cambodian people as Pan. 
chakiriket Province. Most parts of 
the island are connected to the 
mainland, but several tiny islands, 
which are precincts of Koh Kong, 
are scattered nearby. 

Koh Kong, under French and 
Cambodian rules, maintained the 
administrative system it inherited 
from Thailand; particularly among 
Thai communities, where elections 
of kamnan and puyaibaan (tambon 
and village leaders) were still held. 
Most of the people of Thai origin 
there strictly practiced Buddhism in 
temples on the island. 

The Thais from Koh Kong speak 
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Thai fluently with an eastern accent, 
but most of them are illiterate. 
Very few of them can speak Cam. 
bodian because they hardly ever 
left the Thai community when they 
were on Koh 

An official of Trat Province said 
most of the Thais from Koh Kong 


3,000 Thais from Koh Kong are 
currently living under the watchful 
eyes of Muang District authorities, 
90% of whom earn their living from 
fishing. 

The rest live in nearby Klongyai 
District. 

Prasert said most of them will 
not discuss their finances because 
“they are still living in uncertainty 
on whether they will be given Thai 
citizenship as promised by the gov- 
ernment. They also do not buy 
houses or own any valuable pro. 
perty for fear that the assets would 
be seized if they are not granted 
Thai citizenship. 

Not a single Thai from Koh 
Kong has been granted citizenship 
since the government announced in 
1981 it would make them Thai 
citizens. 

In the latest development, 391 
of them were declared “‘legal aliens” 
last year by the Cabinet, which 
agreed to declare them legal Thai 
nationals. 


The official announcement is ex- 
pected to be made in a Royal De. 
cree in either April or May. A 
second group of 561 people has 
been screened by the Interior Minis- 
try and will be granted Thai citizen. 
ship later. 


The entire process of granting te- 
status to the Thais from Koh 
ong is taking years, and all the 
while the population of their com- 
munity keeps on The last 
census found that over 100 children 
were born in their community last 
year. All the new-born children 
are considered immigrants and are 
prohibited from attending schools 
until they are given Thai citizen. 
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ship together with their parents. 
Prasert said three children from 
Koh Kong have completed Mata- 
yom Suksa 5 but were not entitled 
to certificates because they are 
immigrants. 
Another child has finished voca- 
tional training school and faces the 
same problem, he said, adding that 
the government will not give these 
children _ their certificates when 
they become bona fide citizens. 


LIVING TOGETHER 


Most Thais from Koh Kong pre- 
fer to live in the same community. 
Kotakien village in Tambon Wang- 
krachae, for one, has about 300 
Koh Kong Thais. 


They get along very well with 
the other villagers, the only 
problem being that they work 
harder than the native residents, the 
deputy district chief said. 

Mrs Som Intrakesorn, 82, says 
she was born on Koh Kong to a 
Thai father of Chinese and 
Thai mother. “We spoke lan- 
ae ty «yi 

elderly lady, known among 
neighbours as Grandma Som, said 
she was a farmer when living on 
¥.osh Kong and her children went to 
school at a Buddhist temple on the 
island, despite the fact that they 
were under Cambodian rule. 

“The abbot of the temple was 
also a Thai,” she said. 

A few years before the fall of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, she re- 
called, people on Koh Kong were 
banned a ee the 
teaching of at Bud. 
dhist temples was bited. 

“The (Cambodian) government 
warned that anyone caught speak. 

Thai would be arrested. | 
of us had to confine ourselves to 
our houses because we could not 
speak Cambodian and we were 
scared that we would be arrested if 
we left our community,” she said. 
Som and her family, similar to 
many others on Koh Kong, fled po. 
litical pressure and a hard way of 
life on the island to Trat through 
the border at Klong Yai in 1949. 
She has eared her living from 
fishing in the sea off Trat since 
then. 
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from Koh Kong. We, however, 
found out that they told a lie when 
they could not speak fluent Thai,” 
he said. 

The provincial administration in 
Trat plans to hold a big “welcome 
ceremony” — the first of its kind — 
for the first group of 39] Thais 
from Koh Kong, who will be grant- 
ed Thai citizenship next month. 
That may be the first step towards 
making others who are waiting, 
“real 4 — 
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DDT DANGER INCREASING 


THAILAND 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 18 Mar 84 p 15 


[Text } 


CSO: 


AN environment conservation 
panies in f 


Nadda Sriyaphai, said he held discussion last 
firms all of whom agreed that farmers should be 


Bayer, Bara Windsor, Y 
Wattana, Chia Tai and ICI. 


and danger and “we have had about 78 associa. 
tions at the moment which have separately had 
their activities on the matter.” 


The foundation which will have to be fund- 
ed by the private firms will coordinate among 
them and associations in informing the public 
and farmers on the danger of the poisonous 
substance. 


4200/647 


4] 


group has sought cooperation from private com- 
a foundation to stimulate public awareness and educate farmers on 
and chemical‘ for agriculture, its leading member said 


Dr Nadda said most representatives agreed in 
principle with the concept of the foundation 
and would discuss with their companies before 
further discussion on its formation. 

He said the latest survey found that DDT 
bles and 80 
per cent of meat in the local , 


poisonous chemical in every season. 
The problem is becoming more serious and it 
is beyond the government's control, he said, 


as one the the coun- 
tries that has ignored the control of herbicide. 
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BRIEFS 


OIL FROM MEXICO--DEPUTY Foreign Minister Prapas Limpabhandhu has told Mexico 
that Thailand is interested in buying crude oil from that country, according 
to a report relayed through the Thai Foreign Ministry yesterday. Local news- 
papers in Mexico have quoted Prapas as saying that Thailand may buy petroleum 
from Mexico beginning next vear. A Thai delegation will be in Mexico in May 
to work out details of trade relations between the two countries. Prapas 

told Mexico's director of the local government petroleum organization, Pemex, 
Mr Mario Ramon Beteta, that Thailand would like to diversify its sources of 
supply of crude oil. Mr Beteta was quoted as saying that in spite of Mexico's 
self-imposed limit to produce only 1.5 million barrels of oil per day at pres- 
ent, Thailand's request would be taken into consideration. Prapas said upon 
his arrival in Mexico earlier this month that commercial relations between 
Mexico and Thailand must develop without intermediaries. The deputy foreign 
minister said in 1982, the commercial volume between Mexico and Thailand in- 
creased to 20 million dollars in favour of Mexico. But recently, Thailand 
sold 40,000 tons of rice to the Mexican government through an American com- 
pany--an exercise which must end, he said. Prapas told his hosts that Thai- 
land would like to sell agricultural products to Mexico, mainly rice as well 
as fabrics and textile products. [Text] [Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 
13 Mar 84 p 11] 
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BIOGRAPHIC 


INFORMATION ON VIETNAMESE PERSONALITIES 


[The following information on Vietnamese personalities has been extracted 
from Vietnamese-language sources published in Hanoi, unless otherwise indi- 
cated. Asterisked job title indicates that this is the first known press 
reference to this individual functioning in this capacity. ] 


L@ Quy An [LEE QUYS AN] 


Vice Chairman of the State Science and Technology Commission; on 13 March 1984 
he attended a reception for a delegation from the Soviet Union State Science 
and Technology Commission. (QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 14 Mar 84 p 1) 


vé Anh [VUX ANH] aka Nguyen Viet Thanh (NGUYEENX VIEETJ THANHF] DECEASED 


Member of the Indochina Communist Party since 1934; Director of the Military 
Supplies and Weapons Department: Secretary General of the Vietnam Labor Con- 
federation; Vice Minister of Heavy Industry; Vice Minister of Mines and Coal; 
born in 1904 in Huong Phu District, Binh Tri Thien Province, he was in retire- 
ment at the time of his death on 4 July 1983. (NHAN DAN 5 Jul 83 p 4) 


Ta Po [TAJ CAR] 


*Vice Minister of Foreign Trade; on 24 February 1984 he greeted an economic 
delegation of the Romanian government in Hanoi. (NHAN DAN 25 Feb 84 p 1) 


4 
Vo Tri Cao [VOX TRIS CAO] 


*Vice Cheirman of the State Planning Commission; *Vice Chairman of the Viet- 
nam Subcommittee of the Vietnam-Romania Committee for Economic, Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation; on 24 February 1984 he greeted an economic 
delegation of the government of Romania in Hanoi. (NHAN DAN 25 Feb 84 p 1) 


Pang Van Cép [DAWNGJ VAWN CAPS] DECEASED 


Former Member of the Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland Front; former Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the Vietnam Association of Oriental Medi- 
cine; former Member of the Executive Committee of the Vietnam General Asso- 
ciation of Medicine; Deputy to the 3rd National Assembly; Member of the CPV; 
born in Can Loc District, Nghe Tinh Province on 19 August 1894, he died on 
22 February 1984. (NHAN DAN 23 Feb 84 p 4) 
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i4m Ba Chau [LAAM BAS CHAAU] 


Secretary General of the Association of Vietnamese in France; on 2 March 1984 
he visited an SRV delegation of performing artists in Paris. (NHAN DAN 5 Mar 
84 p 4) 


tZ 
Nguyen Van Bat [NGUYEENX VAWN DATJ] DECEASED 


Member of the CPV; Chief of Cabinet of the Presidium of the Vietnam Father- 
land Front; former Member of the Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland Front; 
former Member of the CPV Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; former Chairman 
of the Fatherland Front Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; born in 1925 he 
died on 4 March 1984 after a long illness. (NHAN DAN 5 Mar 84 p 4) 


~ 
Huynh Trung Bong [HUYNHF TRUNG DOONGF] 


Chairman of the Association of Vietnamese in France; on 2 March 1984 he 
visited an SRV delegation of performing artists in Paris. (NHAN DAN 5 Mar 
84 p 4) 


a 2 
Pham Van Dong [PHAMJ VAWN DOONGR] 


Secretary of the CPV Committee, Thai Binh Province; he was quoted in the 
article "Overcoming Limitations" which appeared in the cited source. (NHAN 
DAN 8 Mar 84 p 3) 


~ ‘ 
Tran Hoan |[TRAANF HOANF] 


*Deputy Director of the Culture and Arts Department of the CPV Central Com- 
mittee; on 8 March 1984 he attended an awards ceremony at the GDR Embassy. 
(NHAN DAN 12 Mar 84 p 4) 


inh Gia Khanh [DINH GIA KHANHS] 


Vice Minister of Water Conservancy; Chairman of the Vietnam National Mekong 
Committee; on 6 March 1984 he attended the opening in Phnom Penh of the 
seventh conference of the Indochinese National Mekong Committee. (NHAN DAN 
8 Mar 84 p 1) 


~ yoo a~ 
Vo Van Kiet [VOX VAWN KIEETJ] 


Member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPV; Vice 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers; Chairman of the State Planning Commis- 
sion; *Chairman of the Central Economic Zoning Commission; recently he pre- 
sided over a conference in HCMC on deployment of the workforce and on mark- 
ing off production zoning. (NHAN DAN 7 Mar 84 p 1) 


/ 
Cao Kinh [CAO KINHS], *Colonel 


His article on training for staff officers appeared in the cited source. 
(QUAN DOL NHAN DAN 15 Mar 84 p 2) 
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~ / 
Tran Kinh [TRAANF KINHS], *Colonel 


His recollections of the battle of Dien Bien Phu appeared in the cited source. 
(QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 14 Mar 84 p 2) 


~~ 
4 
Nguyen Tuan Lieu [NGUYEENX TUAANS LIEEU] 


Ambassador to the German Federal Republic; on 27 February 1984 he attended 
a performance given by a visiting SRV troupe of stage artists. (NHAN DAN 
1 Mar 84 p 4) 


Pham Quang PHudc [PHAMJ QUANG PHUWOWCS] Catholic priest DECEASED Dominico 


Member of the Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland Front; acting Chairman of 
the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics; former Deputy 
to the 5th National Assembly; Vice Chairman of the Fatherland Front Commit- 
tee, Hai Hung Province; Member of the Hai Hung Provincial People's Council; 
Deputy Chairman of the Catholics for Peace Council; born on 12 February 1914 
in Cam Binh District, Hai Hung Province, he died on 4 March 1984, succumbing 
to old age and chronic illnesses. (NHAN DAN 6 Mar 84 pp 1, 4) 


A 
Tran Phv@ng [TRAANF PHUWOWNG] 


Member of the CPV Central Committee; Vice Chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters; *Chairman of the Vietnam Subcommittee of the Vietnam-Romania Committee 
for Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation; on 24 February 1984 
he welcomed an economic delegation of the government of Romania in Hanoi. 
(NHAN DAN 25 Feb 84 p 1) 


a’ nn 

Tran Ri [TRAANF RIX] 
*Permanent Deputy Secretary of the CPV Committee, Lang Son Province; on 
7 March 1984 he spoke at a memorial ceremony for a Japanese journalist killed 
by the Chinese in 1979 in Lang Son city. (NHAN DAN 8 Mar 84 p 1) 

4 
Nguyen Kim Sén [NGUYEENX KIM SOWN] 
*Chairman of the Organization and Transfer Department for Population and 
Labor, Ministry of Labor; his article on achievements in the transfer of 
population and labor appeared in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 8 Mar 84 p 2) 

“~ ~ ~ 
Nguyén Hvu Tai [NGUYEENX HUWUX TAIF] Colonel 
Permanent Member of the People's Army Education Steering Committee; his 
article on national security education at schools and universities appeared 


in the cited source. (DAI HOC VA TRUNG HOC CHUYEN NGHIEP Oct 83 p 8) 


4 4 
L@ Ngoc Thach [LEE NGOCJ THACHJ] aka Hoang Duc Thang [HOANGF DUWCS THAWNGS] 
DECEASED 


Member of the CPV; former Member of the CPV Committee, Hanoi Municipality; 
Secretary of the CPV Committee, Ha Giang Province; Chairman of the Resistance 
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Committee, Ha Giang Province; President of the Marine Products College; born 
in 1909 in Thanh Hoa Province, he was in retirement at the time of his death 
on 28 February 1984. (NHAN DAN 1 Mar 84 p 4) 





a 4 
DO Quang Thang [DOOX QUANG THAWNGS] 


*Secretary of the CPV Committee, Nghia Binh Province; his article on his 
province's progress in agricultural production appeared in the cited source. 
(NHAN DAN 6 Mar 84 p 3) 

hn S 
Truéng Quang The [TRUWOWNG QUANG THEES] Major aka Ba Thang [BA THAWNGS] 
DECEASED 


Member of the CPV; former Chairman of the Research Committee, Corps 22, Gen- 
eral Staff of Military Region 7; born in Kien Giang Province, he was in re- 
tirement at the time of his death at age 69. (SAI GON GIAI PHONG 23 Jun 83 


p 4) 
‘\ 
HO Tho [HOOF THOJ] 


*Director of the Science and Technology Department, Ministry of Marine Prod- 
ucts; his article on research and development of wire netting reinforced 
cement in his sector appeared in the cited source. (TAP CHI HOAT DONG KHOA 
HOC Dec 84 inside back cover) 


~~ 
SO vSn Tiet [DOOX VAWN TIEETS] DECEASED 


Member of the CPV; a labor hero; Deputy to the 2nd and 3rd National Assem- 
blies; former Member of the Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland Front; Head 
of the Dan Chu Glassware Cooperative in Hanoi; he died on 21 February 1984 
at age 76. (NHAN DAN 22 Feb 84 p 4) 


ev 


fv 
4 
Nguyen Huu Tri [NGUYEENX HUWUX TRIS] Colonel 
A hero of the people's armed forces; *Deputy Commander of the municipal armed 


forces, Ho Chi Minh City; his article on military training in HCMC appeared 
in the cited source. (DAI HOC VA TRUNG HOC CHUYEN NGHIEP Oct 83 p 10) 
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